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L
EAVENWORTH — 
For many of the 150 
or so University of 
Saint Mary volun-
teers on hand here 
at USM’s Feed the 
Need food packaging 
event Nov. 15, the an-
nual effort to combat 

hunger was about community — about 
coming together as a university to do 
something for those in need.

For Letty Baker and her family, the 
event had a more personal element. The 
Feed the Need event was declared the 

inaugural entry in the John Baker Global 
Service Project series — named in honor 
of Letty’s husband John, a member of the 
USM board of trustees who passed away 
in August.

“We’re delighted to be here,” said 
Baker, a 1962 Saint Mary graduate. “It’s 
something that John would have been 
really pleased to have been a part of.”

Whatever their motivation, the volun-
teers performed mightily, joining forces 
to package more than 22,000 nonperish-
able meals for shipment to the hungry in 
Ebola-ravaged Liberia. In all, the effort 
took just about two hours. And the vol-

unteer crowd filled the air of the univer-
sity’s cavernous McGilley Field House 
with music, laughter, happy banter 
— and a healthy competition between 
packing tables.

“It’s about helping the poor, about a 
way for us to help people who don’t have 
as much as we do,” said Dr. Cassy Co-
zine, associate professor of biology and 
a participant at all four of USM’s annual 
food packaging events. 

“It’s a really great way to see every-
one in the Saint Mary community come 

Packaging nonperishable meals for shipping to Liberia are, from left: Carson Long, University of Saint Mary alumnus, class of 2014; and students Jami Lynne, Bailey Mortensen and Sean Santillan.

Feed the 

Need
University of saint mary packages 
meals for ebola-ravageD liberia Leavenworth High School senior Abby Logan and Father Phil Winkelbauer, USM chaplain and pas-

tor of Sacred Heart-St. Casimir Parish in Leavenworth, seal packages for shipping.
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I n thank everyone in 
the archdiocese who 
accepted my invitation 
to consecrate themselves 

to Jesus through Mary on 
Dec. 8, the solemnity of the 
Immaculate Conception. 
I trust you found the 
meditations in Father Michael 
Gaitley’s book, “33 Days to 
Morning Glory,” edifying and 
inspiring. 

More than 10,000 copies of 
“33 Days to Morning Glory” 
were distributed to people 
throughout the archdiocese. 
From my own experience, I 
am confident that those who 
made this Marian consecration 
will experience many graces 
in their lives. I am excited 
about the impact upon our 
parishes and the archdiocese 
of so many parishioners 
consecrating their lives to 
Jesus through Mary.

If you did not make 
the consecration, you still 
can. It is best to make the 
consecration on a Marian 
feast. The next available major 
Marian feast that allows for 33 
days of prayerful preparation 
is Feb. 2. Beginning the 33 days 
of preparation on New Year’s 
Eve, the vigil for the solemnity 
of Mary, the Holy Mother of 
God, will allow you to make 
your consecration on the day 
we commemorate Mary and 
Joseph presenting Jesus in 
the Temple to be consecrated 
to God according to Jewish 
religious custom. 

Lessons from Ferguson
The past several weeks, 

I have watched with great 
sadness the events that made 
a small suburb of St. Louis, 
Ferguson, a household word 
in the United States and 
beyond. Being from St. Louis 
and having served as pastor in 
a parish not far from Ferguson 
has made this tragedy both 
personal and poignant.

What seems clear is that 
the original narrative that 
the news media and certain 
activists promulgated is 
simply not true. The physical 
evidence coupled with 
several African-American 
eyewitnesses refute the claim 
that Michael Brown had his 
hands up and was requesting 

the police officer not to shoot. 
Unfortunately, the video 

evidence is quite different in 
the subsequent case of Eric 
Garner dying after being 
placed in a chokehold by a 
New York City police officer 
during an arrest for selling 
cigarettes illegally. The two 
cases have become conflated, 
raising the questions: Is there 
racial bias in many police 
departments? Is the justice 
system prejudiced against 
African-Americans? Do 
police use excessive force 
in subduing or arresting 
suspects?  There is a wide 
disparity in how people of 
color and white Americans 
answer those questions.

I am pleased that Mayor 
Mark Holland of Kansas City, 
Kansas, has taken the initiative 
in convening religious leaders 
to discuss what city officials 
can do to prevent a similar 
incident occurring here. The 
mayor appears very sincere 
in his desire to eliminate 
obstacles and to improve 
recruiting efforts to attract 
well-qualified minority 
candidates to serve in the 
police and fire departments.

Churches have an 
important role to play in 
overcoming racial and ethnic 
polarizations. The mayor 
expressed his gratitude to 
me for the educational and 
charitable services that 
the Catholic community 
provides in Wyandotte 
County. Our elementary 
schools, Bishop Ward 
High School and Donnelly 
College provide crucial 
educational opportunities 
that prepare young people 
to become excellent citizens 
and community leaders. 
Similarly, Catholic Charities 
helps individuals and families 
in distress with crucial 
emergency assistance, as well 

as mentoring and equipping 
those we serve to find long-
term solutions to underlying 
problems.

These are some of the 
lessons we should learn from 
what happened in Ferguson 
and New York City.  

Too many African-
American and Latino young 
men die violent deaths — not 
at the hands of police, but 
because of gang and criminal 
violence in their communities. 
Too many African-American 
and Latino young men 
wind up in jail during their 
adolescent and young adult 
years. This is a harsh reality 
about which we all need to be 
concerned. As people of faith, 
no matter our racial or ethnic 
background, we need to be 
troubled that so many of our 
young men are not succeeding 
in our society.  

From a purely pragmatic 
point of view, it is not 
healthy to have a permanent 
underclass. At its best, 
America provides opportunity 
through hard work for 
everyone to be able to 
improve one’s economic 
condition. We all have a 
responsibility to eliminate 
bigotry and racial prejudice in 
ourselves and in our society 
that create barriers for success 
for a significant number of 
young men. 

Racism is a serious sin. 
It is an offense against 
God to demean someone 
who has been created in 
the image of God and for 
whom Jesus gave his life on 
Calvary. As Catholics, we 
have a responsibility to do 
what we can to make certain 
that every young man has 
the opportunity not only 
to survive, but to thrive. 
Everyone one of us needs 
to look for opportunities to 
build bridges across racial and 
ethnic barriers.

A strong family life is 
the single most important 
factor in equipping young 
people to succeed in life. All 
children, and young men in 
particular, need the example 
of a virtuous and loving father. 
We need to do everything we 
can to strengthen marriage 
and family life throughout 
our society, but especially in 

economically distressed areas. 
The marriage gap between the 
rich and the poor is alarming.

Peaceful protests are 
an essential expression of 
freedom of speech, whether it 
is demonstrations against the 
killing of unborn children or 
against racial discrimination. 
However, violent riots 
accomplish nothing except 
create new innocent victims 
and divide communities even 
more.

Police and public safety 
workers have difficult jobs and 
deserve our encouragement, 
respect and support. At the 
same time, it is important 
to recruit well-qualified 
candidates to serve in our 
police and fire departments 
who reflect the ethnic and 
racial composition of the 
communities they serve. 

Private appeal
Finally, for the past two years 

I have been working “quietly” 
to raise $14 million to reduce 
the debt at St. James Academy 
in Lenexa and Hayden High 
School in Topeka as well as to 
build an endowment for Bishop 
Ward High School in Kansas 
City, Kansas. 

I have been meeting with 
individuals, couples and 
small groups asking for major 
donations, in a range from 
$25,000 to $3 million. I ask 
potential donors to consider 
making a sacrificial gift to 
the private appeal over and 
above what they are already 
donating to their parish, Call 
to Share, Catholic Charities, 
the Catholic Education 
Foundation, etc. Most donors 
have made pledges over a five-
year period, allowing them to 
make a more significant gift 
than would be possible in a 
single year.

Thanks to the incredible 
generosity of more than 100 
donors, the private appeal has 
raised in cash or pledges more 
than $12.6 million, 90 percent 
of our $14 million goal. I am 
determined to do all that I 
can to raise the remaining 
$1.4 million. If you have not 
yet been approached for a 
donation and the Lord has 
blessed you in recent years, I 
invite you to consider making 

a sacrificial gift. 
One gift of $1.5 million or 

three gifts of $500,000 or six 
gifts of $250,000 or 14 gifts of 
$100,000 or 28 gifts of $50,000 
or 56 gifts of $25,000 would 
put us over our goal. I am 
happy to meet with anyone 
who is willing to consider a 
major gift in order to explain 
more fully our need. If you 
are not able to consider a gift 
at this time, I ask for your 
prayers that we can complete 
this campaign in the early part 
of 2015.  I never cease to be 
amazed by the generosity of 
the people of our archdiocese! 
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K
ANSAS CITY, Kan. — 
Sister Susan Pieper, 
AVI, has a problem.

It’s a good problem 
to have, admits the su-
perior of the Apostles 

of the Interior Life. But it’s a problem 
just the same.

“Our phone is ringing off the hook, 
she said, “with people asking, ‘Can you 
be my spiritual director?’”

“More and more people are seeking 
it,” said Sister Susan.

The growing interest fits right in 
with Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann’s 
desire for all Catholics to grow in holi-
ness, with the help of “an army of spir-
itual mentors.”

“These mentors are very qualified 
to help other people walk the journey, 
walk the path of holiness,” said Sister 
Susan.

She just needs more of them.

Giving back
There was a time, not so long ago, 

when Ann Marie Alvey needed some 
guidance on her own journey. Sever-
al years spent with a spiritual mentor 
made a tangible impact on her life — 
such an impact, in fact, that she wanted 
to give back in the same way her lay 
Catholic spiritual guide had given to 
her.

So Alvey signed up for the first co-
hort of archdiocesan Catholics to go 
through the Catholic Spiritual Men-
torship program, a collaborative effort 
of the Apostles of the Interior Life and 
the School of Faith. When she com-
pleted the program, she became one of 
more than 60 people trained to provide 
spiritual mentorship to Catholics seek-
ing to deepen their faith.

Members of that first cohort, which 
wrapped up its two-year training pro-
gram in January 2013, have been pro-
viding spiritual guidance to Catholics 
within the archdiocese ever since. 
Members of the second group, formed 
as the first wrapped up, will go through 
their final weeklong in-residence ses-
sion in January.

The spiritual mentorship program 
is therefore now accepting applica-
tions — which should be turned in 
by Jan. 15 — for a third cohort. Those 
accepted for the third group will be-
gin distance-learning coursework over 
the coming months, in preparation for 
their first in-residence session from 
May 25-31 at Savior Pastoral Center in 
Kansas City, Kansas.

The program takes participants 
through eight distance-learning cours-
es, as well as four weeklong intensive 
in-residence sessions at Savior Pasto-
ral Center.

Meanwhile, participants continue to 
walk their personal journeys with their 
own spiritual directors.

Sister Susan knows some people 
hesitate to apply for this type of pro-
gram because they feel unqualified to 
serve others in this way. But they need 
not worry.

“We equip you to be able to do that,” 
assured Sister Susan.

And it’s a joy to watch people come 
into their own during the course of the 
program, she said.

They practice many scenarios, 
even down to how to greet the person 
they’re working with, and are evaluat-
ed on their performance.

Deeper relationship
The initial focus of the program 

is prayer, and understanding the im-
mense role the Holy Spirit plays in 
spiritual mentorship.

It’s stressed to everyone from the 
start that this is not counseling. Par-
ticipants are given resources and ref-
erences to point people toward if their 
needs require assistance beyond spiri-
tual guidance.

They are there, instead, to help peo-
ple find God in their lives and to ac-
company them on their journey.

“I see people searching and hun-
gering for a deeper relationship with 
Jesus,” said Alvey of the people she’s 
mentored.

Men and women express a desire to 
grow that relationship with Jesus and 
to deepen their prayer life and to live 
out their faith, said Sister Susan.

And that’s what the spiritual guides 
aim to provide when they meet — gen-
erally monthly — face to face.

Sister Susan likens the in-person 
meetings on the spiritual level to the 
accountability she recalls from col-
lege when Weight Watchers weigh-ins 
helped students struggling with the 
“Freshman 15” to be accountable for 
their progress.

“When you have a spiritual director, 
you’re accountable to someone about 
how your spiritual life is going,” she 
said.

Life-changing program
The process of becoming a spiritu-

al mentor in the first cohort has been 
life-changing for Kevin Beauford, a pa-
rishioner of Holy Cross Parish in Over-
land Park.

He’d been feeling a call toward 
something, but wasn’t sure what.

And then he read an article on the 
new spiritual mentorship program in 
The Leaven.

His wife said, “This sounds like you. 
You should do this.”

But the couple had been hit hard 
by the economy in 2009, and the price 
tag — which is $6,000 for the two-year 
program — seemed daunting.

He followed the advice to trust and 
do it if he felt truly called to it, and it 
worked out financially.

The program helped tie all that he’d 
learned about his faith over the years 
into one big salvation story — and “we 
have a role in it,” he said.

Now he meets monthly with the in-
dividuals he mentors.

“We just typically go to coffee,” he 
said, and he likened it to talking with a 
friend, covering many topics related to 
spiritual life.

He challenges the people he works 
with to pray, including about things 
that are going on in their lives.

Just as spending only one hour a 
week with his wife wouldn’t develop 

a strong relationship, one can’t expect 
giving God merely one hour a week at 
Mass is going to build a strong rela-
tionship, he said.

His own faith has grown, he added, 
with the help of own spiritual director 
— his pastor, Father Michael Stubbs — 
whom he meets with regularly, some-
thing he considers essential for some-
one offering spiritual guidance.

Beauford encourages people who 
are considering the program to trust 
in God and to invite honest feedback 
from friends who know them well.

He sees the Holy Spirit at work in 
his path to mentorship, he said, from 
his wife’s words to the moments of 
grace experienced by members of the 
cohort during times of intensive cours-
es and prayers.

“You could sense it happening in 
other people, as well,” he said. “It’s 
just amazing to actually experience 
so deeply what you’ve read about and 
heard about before.”

“The mentorship program is 
life-changing because you’re not only 
learning a set of skills, but you are be-
ing formed by the Sisters,” agreed Al-
vey.

 “The experience,” she concluded, 
“it feeds your mind. It feeds your spirit. 
. . . It feeds your whole person.”

Walking the path of holineSS

the Apostles of the interior Life, including Sister Clara remartini, above, have teamed up with the 
School of Faith to form the Avi Catholic Spiritual Mentorship program. the focus of the program 
is the formation of spiritual mentors who can guide interested Catholics into a deeper faith life. A 
new group is currently being formed, and interested parties are encouraged to look into it.

Looking for a spiritual 
mentor?

a spiritual mentor serves as a 
“guide and companion to another on 
his or her journey to holiness.”

men are paired with lay male 
mentors and women are matched 
with lay female mentors.

those interested in receiving 
spiritual mentorship may contact 
the apostles of the interior life 
(www.en.apostlesofil.com) or the 
school of faith at: www.schoolof 
faith.com or at (913) 310-0014.

interested in becoming a 
spiritual mentor?

act quickly to ensure your spot in 
the avi catholic spiritual mentorship 
program and to allow ample time to 
complete prerequisite distance-learn-
ing work before the first in-residence 
session.

leaders would like to have com-
pleted applications for the next co-
hort by Jan. 15.

participants work through eight 
distance-learning courses and also 
go through four in-residence ses-
sions at savior pastoral center.

the schedule for those sessions 
is as follows:

session i: prayer — may 25-31, 
2015

session ii: liturgy & sacraments 
— Jan. 4-10, 2016

session iii: virtue and the moral 
life — may 23-29, 2016

session iv: Discernment and 
practicum — Jan. 9-15, 2017

the cost is $1,500 per session — 
$6,000 for the two-year program — 
and that includes the course materi-
als, room and board.

a digital booklet about the pro-
gram is available on the school of 
faith website, as is the application.

there is a $30 application fee 
and an interview.

the materials can be found on-
line at: www.schooloffaith.com. 
click on “spiritual mentorship.”

the school of faith may be 
reached at (913) 310-0014, or gen-
eral questions may be directed to: 
spiritualmentorship@schooloffaith.
com.

information is also available on 
the apostles of the interior life web-
site at: www.en.apostlesofil.com.



out and work together for service. It’s 
20,000 meals in just a few hours!”

The effort, which was held in part-
nership with international hunger-    
relief agency OutReach, Inc., was 
spearheaded on USM’s side by Bob 
Killion and Sister Rejane Cytacki, SCL, 
both of the university’s campus min-
istry program. Past efforts have been 
held in October and November at Saint 
Mary, often in partnership with other 
hunger-relief agencies. Where the food 
goes is often dictated by the news — to 
help earthquake survivors in Haiti, for 
example. 

Both Killion and Sister Rejane said 
the selection of Liberia as the target 
for this anti-hunger effort was a simple 
one, considering the grave headlines 
emanating from the region.

“Service is an essential part of faith 
life and, as such, activities like this are 
essential to our program,” said Killion, 
director of USM campus ministry. “For 
the students, this is a very tactile thing. 
Working with the rice, wearing hair-
nets, carrying the crates — this makes 
it very real for them.”

Sister Rejane echoed his sentiments, 
adding, “Being a Sister of Charity, we 
go back to St. Vincent de Paul, who was 
the father of the poor. So anything that 
connects those that have with those 
that are in dire need is a great thing for 
us.”

USM nursing students Blake Wright 
and Carlyle Rubin are both relative 
newcomers to the Saint Mary campus, 
but said they were impressed with the 
event and what they saw.

“We’ve been studying immunology 
in classes, and we’ve talked about the 
impact over there [in Liberia],” Rubin 
said. “It’s good to actually be doing 
something to help with some of the 
major situations we’ve been study-
ing.”

Wright agreed, adding, “When you 
see a crowd like this, it’s great. It’s cool 
that we can all unite and achieve a 
common goal together.”

Baker said that her late husband 
would be happy with the university’s 
efforts. John Baker was a well-respected 
accountant who had played a key role 
in helping USM plan for future growth. 
He served as the president of Troupe 
Kehoe Whitaker & Kent and as a board 
member and treasurer of the Gladstone 
Area Chamber of Commerce and with 
the Northland Partnership. He also was 
very active with his church, St. Charles 
Borromeo in Kansas City, Missouri, as 
a eucharistic minister, sacristan and  
member of its finance team. 

He was also an avid volunteer to his 
community, giving of his time to multi-
ple organizations, including the Serra 
Club, the Ursuline Sisters of Paola, and 
the Center City Schools Fund of the 
Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph.

“John worked at a food pantry ever 
since he retired. This was something 
that was very close to him,” Baker said. 
“And it’s so timely. It’s a part of the 
world that really needs our help and 
concern.” 
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MOUND CITY — There 
is a legend about St. 
Rose Philippine Duch-
esne whose shrine is 

part of Sacred Heart Parish here.
It recounts how the Potawatomi 

Indians, when they retired at night, 
would always see her kneeling in 
prayer. When they woke the next 
morning, there she still would be. 

Not believing she could pray all 
night long, one evening they sneaked 
acorns onto the hem of her skirt. The 
next morning, the acorns were still 
there.

And so that is why the Potawatomi 
tribe called St. Philippine “Quah-
kah-ka-num-ad” — or “Woman Who 
Prays Always.”

The legend is particularly fitting 
this year as the Little Sisters of the 
Community of the Lamb were pre-
sented with the St. Rose Philippine 
Duchesne Award.

Anyone familiar with the Little 
Sisters, a mendicant order located in 
Kansas City, Kansas, would say they, 
also, are “women who pray always.”

“Every year,” said Sacred Heart pas-
tor Father Reginald Saldanha, “we try 
to look for a candidate who has been 
manifesting the spirit of Duchesne 
in the field of education or prayer or 
promoting Duchesne devotion.”

But before they even knew of the 
shrine here, the French Sisters had an 
affinity with the famous saint.

When the Little Sisters were in-
vited to establish their order in this 
archdiocese, a Jesuit friend, Father 

Joseph Carola, suggested they pray to 
St. Philippine.

“He told us to entrust our future 
foundation to her,” said Little Sister 
Bénédicte. “And she helped us. 

“Before we arrived, we prayed 
through her intercession to get our 
visas and, yes, we started to love her.”

The Little Sisters were honored to 
receive an award named for a saint 
they consider a patron.

“The Sisters have a lot in common 
with Sister Duchesne,” said Father 
Saldanha. “They have followed that 
spirit of prayer.

“And Sister Duchesne, even though 
she didn’t know anything about the 
Indians here and their culture and 
language, she wanted to come and 
just be a witness by her presence and 
prayer. 

“And that’s what I’ve learned about 
these Sisters and the ministry they do. 
They just want to evangelize through 
their presence.” 

Also, like St. Rose Philippine, the 
Little Sisters have their origin in 
France.

“Yes, she was French,” said Lit-
tle Sister Bénédicte. “But also what 
touched us is her life of prayer, her 
concern for children, and her desire 
to live among the poor and those who 
were despised at that time. 

“We feel a connection with her be-
cause it’s really also our call to a life 
of prayer and to a life in the midst of 
the poor and the little ones — to walk 
with them.” 

The Little Sisters are frequent vis-
itors to the shrine of St. Philippine 
Duchesne.

 “At least once a month,” said Fa-

ther Saldanha, “they come down 
to Mound City and celebrate Mass, 
bringing their one priest, and also vis-
it the Duchesne park and pray.”

Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann 
presented the award at a Mass at 
which the Little Sisters sang at Sacred 
Heart Church Nov. 23.

A reception followed the Mass. 

parish honors the Little sisters

leaven photo by todd habIGer

Little Sister Bénédicte accepts the St. rose Philippine Duchesne Award on behalf of the Little Sisters of the Lamb from Archbishop Joseph F. 
Naumann on Nov. 23 at Sacred Heart Church in Mound City.

born in france in 1769, st. 
rose philippine Duchesne is 
known as the first female 
saint west of the mississip-
pi river. she was a member 
of the society of the sacred 
heart.

in 1841, Jesuit priests 
asked the society to join them 
in a new mission with the 
potawatomi tribe in eastern 
kansas, along sugar creek. 

though she was 72 and 
physically weak, sister rose 
philippine joined the group 
and assured the success of 
the mission by praying con-
stantly. 

she worked at sugar 
creek mission for only one 
year, but the potawatomi 
never forgot her.

st. rose died on nov. 18, 
1852. she was beatified on 

may 12, 1940, and canonized 
by pope John paul ii on July 
3, 1988.

the original site of the 
sugar creek mission has 
been preserved as a park 
and shrine.

to learn more about the 
shrine of st. rose philippine 
Duchesne or schedule a visit, 
go to the website at: www.
sacredheartmoundcity.org 
or call (913) 755-2652.

Prayer in honor of St. rose 
Philippine Duchesne 

o god, who loves souls and has in all ages 
chosen apostolic hearts and endowed 
them with your knowledge and your love, 
hear the prayers which we offer through 
the intercession of your servant blessed 
st. philippine Duchesne. kindle in us the 
zeal with which her life was consumed, 
and grant that, after following her ex-
ample in charity, self-denial and prayer 
on earth, we may be admitted one day 
to the same glory in our heavenly coun-
try. through christ our lord. amen.  

About the 2014 Duchesne 
Award recipients

the little sisters of the community 
of the lamb, a branch of the Dominican 
order, was founded in the 1980s by little 
sister marie in france. the community 
espouses a life of contemplative prayer 
and poverty. the basis of its ministry 
flows from its poverty, which requires 
members to go out and beg for their dai-
ly bread and, in the process, share the 
gospel with those they meet. 

for more information, visit the web-
site at: www.communautedelagneau.
org. (click on “little sisters,” then “Usa: 
kansas city.”)

St. roSe PHiLiPPiNe DUCHeSNe

>> continued from page 1

‘service is 
an essential 

part of 
faith life’
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LIFE CHANGING EVENT?
need to sell a home and personal 

property? We buy everything at once 
and in as is condition.

Call Maggie Sheehan at 816-444-1950 
or http://wholeestates.com

Don and Linda (Trabon) Hugo, mem-
bers of Divine 
mercy parish, 
gardner, cel-
ebrated their 
50th wedding 
anniversary on 
nov. 28. the 
couple was 
married on 
nov. 28, 1964, 
at st agnes 
church, ro-
eland park, by 

msgr. herman koch.  their children and 
their spouses are: rebecca and chris 
kriley, butler, pennsylvania; Don and 
vicki hugo, olathe; brent hugo, olathe; 
and Jeremy and erin hugo, Detroit. they 
also have eight grandchildren and one 
great-grandchild. they had a family cel-
ebration at a local restaurant.

>> contInued from paGe 12

vacatIon
2015 spring break resort condo - close to all orlando 
attractions, including disney World, universal Studios, and 
Sea World. march 14-21, 2015. 2 br sleeps 8, full kitchen, 
pool, lake, family-oriented. Golf/shopping nearby. call (816) 
716-4676.

real eState
Wanted to buy: I need houSeS! I buy them as is, with no 
repairs. you can even leave behind what you don’t want. We 
buy houses that need foundation or roof repair. all sales are 
cash with no strings attached. please call mark edmondson 
at (913) 980-4905. holy trinity parish member.  

mIScellaneouS
our Lady of Hope. catholics with an anglican and meth-
odist heritage. formal and friendly. visitors welcome.  
mass Saturdays at 4 p.m., St. therese little flower, 5814 
euclid, Kansas city, mo. fulfills Sunday obligation. father 
ernie davis. dr. bruce prince-Joseph, organist. for more 
information, send an email to:  frernie3@gmail.com or call 
(816) 729-6776. 

By Jessica Langdon
jessica@theleaven.com

KANSAS CITY, Kan. — The 
clock is ticking on people 
searching out that special 
Christmas gift.

But perhaps it will be found in God’s 
time — or more specifically, a new book 
called “Pope Francis: A Guide to God’s 
Time” by Catholic News Service senior 
Vatican correspondent Cindy Wooden 
and Paul Haring, senior 
staff photographer for 
CNS’s Rome bureau.

The book, featur-
ing over 90 of Haring’s 
pictures, takes readers 
through the liturgical year 
guided by Pope Francis’ 
homilies, addresses and 
celebrations.

 It was the director of 
the Vatican publishing house who hit on 
the idea of a book on the liturgical year 
featuring Haring’s pictures, explained 
Wooden.

“Since so many of Paul’s liturgical 
photos are of the pope at prayer, and 
since the pope’s homilies and Angelus 
commentaries on the Sunday Mass read-
ings are so interesting, I decided to use 
them as the guide for explaining the litur-
gical year,” she said.

While Pope Francis’ morning Masses 
in the Domus Sanctae Marthae are tech-
nically private, the Vatican provides “ex-
tensive excerpts” from his homilies, said 
Wooden.

 “His homilies are not only brief and 
often filled with wonderful metaphors,” 

she said, but “he follows the day’s Scrip-
ture readings very closely. Those read-
ings change according to the season in 
the church’s year or the feast day we are 
celebrating.”

It was these excerpts that she drew on 
in preparing the book.

As she started studying the pope’s 
homilies, said Wooden, it “reinforced my 
sense that he’s challenging me to live my 
faith better, especially in the seemingly 
little things, like how I speak of others 

or how I deal with people 
begging.”

She also found many 
phrases and masterful 
metaphors that brought a 
smile to her face.

“They are so real and 
down-to-earth and reveal 
just how much contact he 
has with real people striv-
ing to live as Christians in 

the world or in religious communities,” 
said Wooden. 

“And he’s so very serious about rec-
ognizing our own sinfulness and being 
certain that, no matter what, God in his 
mercy will forgive us,” she added.

 But it was more than the pope’s wis-
dom that Wooden tried to highlight in 
the book; it was also the importance of 
the liturgical seasons of the year and the 
proper celebration of each.  

“Researching and writing the book 
helped me to appreciate just how im-
portant it is for human beings to mark 
time and celebrate events over and over 
again,” said Wooden.

She likened the spiritual times of 
Advent and Lent to the physical acts of 

putting up storm windows and chopping 
wood to prepare for winter.

And just as greetings from friends and 
family on birthdays remind her of their 
love, feast days provide opportunities 
each year to recall special events in the 
lives of Jesus and Mary or to remember 
the saints.

“I hope the book will help Catholics 
think about why the seasons and the 
colors of vestments and the readings at 
Mass change each week and appreci-
ate that it’s not just to avoid boredom!” 
said Wooden. “I know people will enjoy 
looking at the beautiful photographs that 
show the pope interacting tenderly with 
people, but also with images of the Bless-
ed Virgin. He loves Mary in a very touch-
ing way.”

The photos also detail the pope’s love 
for the Eucharist, she added, noting that 
she was drawn to all of the images as the 
book was being produced.

Leaven editor Father Mark Golda-
sich, a longtime fan of both Wooden’s 
and Haring’s, is pleased to have some-
thing by Catholic press friends and col-
leagues to add to his recommendations 
this year. 

“This is a beautiful book for browsing. 
We can only use a few pictures in The 
Leaven each week, but in this book Paul 
Haring’s arresting photos show the many 
activities and locales that Pope Francis is 
involved in. 

“Cindy Wooden’s clear and concise 
writing helps readers walk through the 
church year accompanied by the pope’s 
words, deepening their experience of 
each unique season.”

orDer A CoPy
“pope francis: a 

guide to god’s time” 
is available in english 
and spanish at: www.   
usccbpublishing.org or 
www.amazon.com.

through the seasons with pope Francis
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ENEXA — Nestled in 
an ordinary-looking 
shopping center on the 
northwest corner of 
87th and Quivira here, 
the newly opened St. 
Joseph’s Table Bakery is 

reaching out to the community — one 
cheesecake at a time.

Inside the small storefront, behind 
the glass display case, pastry boxes 
and white doilies wait to be filled with 
sweets. An 80-quart mixer spins moun-
tains of dough. Bright sprinkles line a 
decorating station and metal baking 
racks are ready for trays of cookies. 

Since September, owner Stephanie 
Bicknell opens the day by warming the 
ovens, proofing dough, and setting out 
the correct number of eggs to lower to 
room temperature. When customers 
arrive, they are greeted with the famil-
iar smell of cinnamon and warm sugar 
and the unbroken hum of an oven. 

Stephanie has been married to her 
husband Joe Bicknell, a self-taught bak-
er, for 22 years. He acts as a supporting 
partner, cheesecake expert, mechanic, 

and janitor for the new business.
It all started with a distinct craving. 
“Steph likes cheesecakes. And you 

can’t find a good cheesecake,” said Joe. 
“They’re just not available.” 

He started baking them for his wife 
and, when she had extra, she took them 
to her co-workers. 

It didn’t take long before people 
were requesting them. 

“It got to the point we were making 
so many of these cheesecakes we had 
to stop or make it a business,” said 
Joe.

Stephanie said her original concept 
was to create a neighborhood bakery. 

“It’s kind of falling into place the 
way I wanted it to be,” she said. “The 

people coming in are the people in the 
community.”

Their biggest surprise so far is the 
fact that the bakery already has some 
loyal, returning customers after only 
being open for a couple months. 

“They come in, I learn who they are, 
get their names, and they start feeling 

familiar with the bakery,” said Steph-
anie. 

She remembers the names of the 
grandmother and grandchildren who 
come in every week en route to their 
music lessons, and the gentleman who 
comes in every week “like clockwork” 
for his favorite pastry. 

 “It makes me feel good talking to 
them, knowing who they are and their 
story,” said Stephanie. “The neighbor-
hood bakery is kind of the way I imag-
ined it to be.” 

While the Bicknells are residents 
of Shawnee, they are embracing their 
Lenexa location and have already 
baked spinach balls for the annual 
Spinach Festival and donated corn 
bread to the Chili Challenge (a recipe 
it took Joe 40 years to find). 

This spirit of generosity is at the 
heart of their business’ unique name 
— St. Joseph’s Table Bakery. The term 
comes from a tradition of giving that 
goes all the way back to the Middle 
Ages, when a fear of drought and sub-
sequent famine caused Sicilians to 
pray to St. Joseph for rain. When the 
rains came, his feast day, celebrated on 
March 19, became a day for the wealthy 
to lay on a lavish spread and invite the 
less fortunate in.

The feast day is still observed today 
by Italian immigrant communities — 

as well as some Catholic parishes — 
with community “tables” to honor this 
tradition. 

“The minute she came up with the 
identity, everything else fit in,” said 
Joe. First, the Bicknells are members of 
St. Joseph Parish in Shawnee. Second, 
Joe is not only his first name, but St. 
Joseph’s feast day is also his birthday. 

He does admit it gets kind of awk-
ward when he’s answering the phone, 
however. Customers calling in orders 
get to hear him respond, “St. Joseph’s 
Table Bakery, this is Joe!”

The Bicknells are also currently 
saving money for a St. Joseph statue to 
put in the front of the store. 

“My dream would be to get one of 
the Italian ones,” said Stephanie. 

She has been able to share the histo-
ry of the name with people who come 
into the store — almost everyone asks 
during their first visit. This also gives 
her the opportunity to share how the 
bakery is sponsoring a different local 
charity each month, with a donation 
box and message in the front of the 
store. 

People can give suggestions and 
vote for the charity they like on the 
bakery’s Facebook page.  The three 
charities for the month of December 
are Lakemary Center in Paola, a facili-
ty for the developmentally challenged; 

Shalom House, a homeless shelter for 
men run by Catholic Charities in Kan-
sas City, Kansas; and First Downs for 
Down Syndrome.

“The thing is she (Stephanie) likes to 
give back,” said Joe. “She wanted some-
thing that kind of went with that theme 
of charity and the Catholic faith.”

With this in mind, the couple also 
donates the bakery seconds they do 
not sell to charitable organizations like 
Bessie’s House in Kansas City, Missou-
ri, and Safehome, which serves the en-
tire Kansas City metro area. 

While the Bicknells believe in giv-
ing back, they also believe in the art of 

baking with the best ingredients. 
For their cheesecakes, that means 

the cream cheese with the highest fat 
content. 

According to Joe, “That’s flavor. 
You’ve got to use real eggs and real 
heavy cream.” 

But he changes things up by adding 
different ingredients like chocolate, 
pumpkin, and even Kahlua, to a master 
cheesecake recipe. 

“Our basic New Yorker plain, weighs 
over six pounds,” he said.

Their cheesecakes can take about 30 
minutes to prepare and four hours to 
bake. 

“You’ve got to know how to cook it. 
[On] a cold, dry day they cook differ-
ently than a warm, hot day,” said Joe. 

And beyond cheesecake, the bakery 
features specialties like giant cinna-
mon rolls the size of pizzas and a flat 
pie crust covered in cinnamon and 
sugar, called an Elephant’s Ear. 

Even Stephanie’s grandmother’s 
sugar cookie recipe makes an appear-
ance. 

As the business continues to grow, 
the Bicknells hope to keep experi-
menting and trying new recipes to add 
to the bakery’s menu. 

“We’re trying to do things no one 
else is doing,” said Stephanie. 

St. JoSePH’S
tABLe BAkery
(913) 307-0262
12126 W. 87th st., lenexa
for large orders, give at least two 
days notice.

a traditioN 
oF giviNg
st. Joseph’s table bakery works to embody 
the spirit of generosity that inspired its name

Stephanie Bicknell begins her day by preparing pastries for the oven.

owners Joe and Stephanie Bicknell took Stephanie’s craving for a “good” cheesecake and turned it 
into a business.

Stephanie offers a guest a few samples from the day’s goods. St. Joseph’s table Bakery takes its name from a Catholic tradition that goes back to the Middle 
Ages.

Fresh-baked cupcakes line the display case at 
St. Joseph’s table Bakery in Lenexa.

St. Joseph’s table Bakery in Lenexa has only been open for a few months, but during that time has 
developed a devoted following.

Stephanie chats with customer kathy Mayer during an early morning pastry run.

Story by 
caItlIn thornbruGh

photos by 
SuSan mcSpadden
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By Francis X. Rocca
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — 
Pope Francis said that the 
Catholic Church must consid-
er various ways to integrate 

the divorced and civilly remarried in the 
life of the church — not merely allowing 
them to receive Communion, but letting 
them serve as eucharistic ministers and 
godparents — and to make it easier for 
Catholic families to accept their homo-
sexual members.

The pope also said he would travel to 
three Latin American countries and sev-
eral African countries in 2015, and that 
major reforms of the Vatican bureaucra-
cy, including the possible appointment 
of a married couple to head a new office, 
will not be ready before 2016.

Pope Francis made his remarks in an 
interview published Dec. 7 in the Argen-

tine newspaper “La Nacion.” The inter-
view, with journalist Elisabetta Pique, 
was conducted Dec. 4 in the pope’s suite 
at the Vatican guesthouse, where he lives.

The pope answered several questions 
about the October 2014 Synod of Bishops 
on the family, which considered a contro-
versial proposal to allow some divorced 
and civilly remarried Catholics to receive 
Communion even without an annulment 
of their first, sacramental marriages. By 
church law, such Catholics may not re-
ceive Communion unless they abstain 
from sexual relations, living as “brother 
and sister” with their new partners.

Regarding such Catholics, “we posed 
the question, what do we do with them? 
What door can be opened for them?” 
Pope Francis said. “Communion alone is 
no solution. The solution is integration.”

The pope noted several currently 
prohibited activities, including teach-
ing Sunday school and distributing                            

Communion, that he said amounted to 
the de facto excommunication of di-
vorced and civilly remarried Catholics.

“Let us open the doors a bit more. 
Why can’t they be godfathers and god-
mothers?” Pope Francis said, dismissing 
the objection that they would set a poor 
example for the baptized.

Divorced and civilly remarried god-
parents offer their godchild the “testi-
mony of a man and a woman saying, ‘My 
dear, I made a mistake, I was wrong here, 
but I believe the Lord loves me, I want 
to follow God, I was not defeated by sin, 
I want to move on.’ Is anything more 
Christian than that?”

Such godparents are more worthy of 
their role than “political crooks” who 
happen to be properly wedded, the pope 
said.

“We must go back and change things a 
bit, in terms of standards,” he said.

Referring to the synod’s controversial 

midterm report, which used remarkably 
favorable language toward people with 
ways of life contrary to Catholic teach-
ing, including those in same-sex unions, 
Pope Francis said, “nobody mentioned 
homosexual marriage at the synod, it did 
not cross our minds.”

“The synod addressed the family 
and homosexual persons in relation to 
their families,” the pope said. “We have 
to find a way to help that father or that 
mother stand by their [homosexual] son 
or daughter. That’s what the synod ad-
dressed. That’s why someone mentioned 
positive factors [of same-sex unions] in 
the first draft. But that was just a draft.”

The pope also announced that he 
would travel in 2015 to “some African 
countries” and three Latin American 
countries, not including his native Argen-
tina, which will have to wait until 2016.

Pope calls for more ‘integration’ of divorced Catholics, gays

 vatican Museums get 3-D 
treatment in feature film
Washington (cns) — for those who 

have never been inside any of the vatican 
museums, seeing a documentary about 
them done with a 3-D effect on the big 
screen could be a real treat. “the vat-
ican museums 3D” begins a theatrical 
release on hundreds of screens around 
the country in December. even for those 
lucky enough to have traveled to rome, 
“the vatican museums” distills eight 
days of around-the-clock filming into 80 
minutes showcasing some of the world’s 
most treasured works of art, a tour no 
visitor could pull off singlehandedly. “it 
was a lovely experience to see the mu-
seums and the treasures collected in 
them,” said cosetta lagani, the producer 
of “the vatican museums 3D,” who also 
supervised the editing of all that foot-
age. lagani spoke of the pain of having 
to leave so much material on the cut-
ting-room floor. “of course, we had to do 
some choices because the vatican’s mu-
seums are so big and there are so many 
works inside the museum,” she said. “it’s 
a one-hour documentary. . . . you have to 
show some of the sistine chapel, cara-
vaggio, raphael, frescoes and paintings, 
but also discovering all the treasures 
that really everyone could value.”

cnS photo/paul harInG

A firefighter places a wreath at the foot of a tall statue of Mary overlooking the Spanish Steps in rome Dec. 8, the feast of the immaculate 
Conception. rome’s firefighters have observed the tradition every year since 1857. 

By Francis X. Rocca
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — To 
help set the agenda for the 
2015 Synod of Bishops on the 
family, the Vatican is sending 

the world’s Catholic bishops’ confer-
ences a list of questions on a range of 
topics, including matters of marriage 
and sexuality that proved especially con-
troversial at the 2014 family synod.

Together with the final report of the 
2014 assembly, the 46 questions pub-
lished by the Vatican Dec. 9 comprise a 
preparatory document, known as a “lin-
eamenta,” for the Oct. 4-25 synod, which 
will have the theme: “The vocation and 
mission of the family in the church and 
the modern world.”

Bishops’ conferences are being asked 
to consult with “academic institutions, 
organizations, lay movements and other 
ecclesial associations” in preparing their 
responses, which are due at the Vatican 
by April 15. The bishops’ responses will 
serve as the basis for the synod’s working 
document, to be published by summer.

A list of 38 questions, sent to the 
world’s bishops in October 2013, was 
widely circulated on the Internet and 
helped generate advance interest in the 
2014 synod.

The questionnaire for 2015 instructs 
bishops’ conferences to “avoid, in their 
responses, a formulation of pastoral 
care based simply on an application of 
doctrine,” in favor of what it describes 
as Pope Francis’ call to “pastoral activ-
ity that is characterized by a ‘culture of 
encounter’ and capable of recognizing 
the Lord’s gratuitous work, even outside 
customary models.”

Yet the questions echo the relatively 
conservative tone of the 2014 synod’s fi-
nal report, which emphasized traditional 
Catholic teaching by comparison with 
the same assembly’s midterm report. 
The earlier document had stirred con-
troversy with remarkably conciliatory 
language toward people with ways of life 
contrary to church doctrine, including 
the divorced and civilly remarried and 
those in same-sex unions and other non-
marital relationships.

Regarding the pastoral care of “per-

sons with homosexual tendencies,” the 
questionnaire repeats the Catechism 
of the Catholic Church’s admonition 
against “unjust discrimination” and asks: 
“How can the demands of God’s will be 
proposed to them in their situation?”

Referring to a controversial proposal 
to make it easier for a divorced and civ-
illy remarried Catholic to receive Com-
munion, even without an annulment of 
his or her first, sacramental marriage, 
the questionnaire asks: “What is possi-
ble? What suggestions can be offered to 
resolve forms of undue or unnecessary 
impediments?”

A related question asks how the mar-
riage annulment process can be made 
“more accessible, streamlined and pos-
sibly free of charge” — the mandate of 
a commission that Pope Francis estab-
lished in August.

While acknowledging that positive el-
ements can be present in a civil marriage 
or in nonmarital cohabitation between 
a man and a woman, the questionnaire 
asks how such a couple can be encour-
aged to marry in the church.

Consistent with Pope Francis’ empha-

sis on social justice, the questionnaire 
repeatedly solicits thoughts on the so-
cial, economic and political causes of 
stress on the family. But it also asks how 
the church should respond to the “diffu-
sion of cultural relativism in secularized 
society and to the consequent rejection, 
on the part of many, of the model of fam-
ily formed by a man and woman united 
in marriage and open to life.”

In asking how to “guide the conscienc-
es of married couples” with respect to 
contraception, which is forbidden by 
church teaching, the questionnaire em-
phasizes the practice’s impact on birth 
rates, asking: “Are people aware of the 
grave consequences of demographic 
change?”

The questionnaire alludes to in-vitro 
fertilization, which was not a prominent 
topic at the 2014 synod, asking how the 
church can uphold the “human ecology 
of reproduction” in its dialogue with the 
“sciences and biomedical technologies.” 
It also asks how to “combat the scourge 
of abortion and foster an effective cul-
ture of life.”

vatican sends bishops preparatory questionnaire for 2015 family synod



employment
Benefit specialist position - the archdiocese of Kansas 
city in Kansas has an immediate opening for a benefit spe-
cialist position. the individual will assist the office of human 
resources with all aspects of the archdiocesan benefit plans. 
Ideal candidate will be a practicing catholic in good standing; 
with 3-5 years experience in employee benefits or business 
administration. must demonstrate attention to detail, math-
ematical aptitude, multitasking, excellent communication 
skills, verbal and written, microsoft office proficiency, data 
entry including 10 key, and familiarity with multifunctional 
databases. position requires a bachelor’s degree in business 
administration or related field and experience in benefit ad-
ministration, or equivalent business administration experi-
ence with a minimum of three years of benefit administration. 
a complete job description, application and benefits infor-
mation are available on the website at: www.archkck.org/
jobs. Qualified individuals should submit cover letter, resume, 
and application (available on website) by dec. 31 to: jobs@         
archkck.org  or mail to: archdiocese of Kansas city in Kansas, 
office of human resources, benefit Specialist Search, 12615 
parallel pkwy., Kansas city, KS 66109. 

Data entry - the archdiocese of Kansas city in Kansas has an 
immediate opening for a temporary data entry position. the in-
dividual will assist the office of stewardship and development 
during the busy call to Share annual appeal. required hours will 
be 30+ hours per week beginning in mid-January with approx-
imate end date in late march. requires reliability, collaborative 
demeanor and demonstrated data entry skills. full job descrip-
tion is available online at: www.archkck.org/jobs. Qualified 
individuals should email cover letter, resume, and application 
(available on archdiocesan website) to: jobs@archkck.org by 
dec. 31. may also be mailed to: archdiocese of Kansas city in 
Kansas, office of human resources, Stewardship – data entry 
Search, 12615 parallel pkwy., Kansas city, KS 66109.

Administrative assistant - the archdiocese of Kansas city 
in Kansas has an immediate opening for a temporary admin-
istrative assistant. the individual will assist the youth office 
during the busy camp registration season. required hours will 
vary between 15-30 hours per week beginning in mid-January 
with approximate end date in mid-June. requires attention 
to detail, computer literacy, problem solving, and ability to 
work both independently and with team. experience working 
in excel a plus. full job description available online at: www.         
archkck.org/jobs. Qualified individuals should email cover 
letter, resume, and application (available on archdiocesan 
website) to: jobs@archkck.org by dec. 31. may also be mailed 
to: archdiocese of Kansas city in Kansas, office of human re-
sources, youth office-administrative assistant Search, 12615 
parallel pkwy., Kansas city, KS 66109.

Principal - John paul II School, overland park, has an opening 
for principal beginning in the 2015-16 school year. John paul II 
currently has an enrollment of 245 and employs 22 teachers 
in grades pre-K through 8th. the school is sponsored by 2 par-
ishes, Queen of the holy rosary, overland park, and St. pius, 
mission, and is governed by a board of trustees. applicants for 
principal must be practicing catholics, understand the mis-
sion of catholic education, and have or be eligible for Kansas 
licensure in educational leadership. please send resume and 
credentials to: Superintendent dr. Kathleen a. o’hara, catho-
lic School office, 12615 parallel pkwy., Kansas city, KS 66109. 
review of applications will begin immediately. deadline for 
applications is Jan. 12. 

Assistant superintendent - the diocese of Wichita is seek-
ing an exceptional individual to serve as assistant superinten-
dent. this individual will assist the diocesan superintendent 
in providing guidance and consultation to principals, pastors, 
and parents over a broad range of issues dealing with student 
services. this individual may also assist in matters regarding 
the management, direction, and supervision of all school 
operations. the following are requirements: practicing cath-
olic in good standing and an active steward in one’s parish. 
master’s degree and a properly endorsed Kansas teaching 
license (ideally, building and district leadership). experience 
as a catholic school administrator (preferably K-12). Knowl-
edge of state and federal educational programs, statutes and 
accreditation requirements and best practices for serving 
students with disabilities. must be comfortable in dealing 
with conflict, capable of mentoring principals and willing to 
follow the principle of subsidiarity. must be willing to travel 
to diocesan schools and institutions and work occasional 
nights and weekends. must be knowledgeable about intercul-
tural relationships (Spanish language fluency helpful). Salary 
and benefits will be commensurate with education and ex-
perience. please email a cover letter and resume with refer-
ences and salary requirements to therese Seiler at: seilert@               
catholicdioceseofwichita.org on or before noon, Jan. 20.

Principal - St. James School seeks a leader committed to 
catholic education with excellent leadership, communication 
and motivational skills. candidates must be a practicing cath-
olic, have a master’s degree in educational administration, 
teaching experience in catholic schools and preferably 3 or 
more years of administrative experience. St. James is a parish 
school serving preschool - 8th grade with an enrollment of 
approximately 375 students and a staff of more than 25. St. 
James is located north of the river in liberty, missouri. appli-
cations will be accepted until dec. 24. apply online at: http://
app.hireology.com/s/32035.

Phlebotomist/driver - full-time phlebotomist/driver wanted 
for the community blood center, topeka. the community 
blood center is a well-established organization serving over 
70 hospitals in the Kansas city area for over 50 years. our 
employees are committed to our mission of providing blood 
and support services that meet the needs of patients, donors, 
physicians and hospitals. Work schedule varies. 7 days per 
week. Work schedule will vary and, on average, employee 
will be working 45-50 hours per week. requirements: high 
school diploma or equivalent Ged; work experience in jobs 
with physically demanding tasks strongly preferred; cna 
experience helpful; experience in medical field preferred. Will 
train phlebotomy skills; medical assistant degree preferred; 
current cpr certification or willingness to obtain certifica-
tion; valid missouri class e driver’s license or Kansas class 
c driver’s license with excellent driving history; heavy lifting 
required. flexible work hours and days. all applicants must 
apply online at: www.savealifenow.org.

Part-time resource room support - bishop miege high 
School is seeking an adult with previous education experi-
ence to assist the learning specialist.  duties include read-
aloud of material, proctoring quizzes/tests, writing and other 
tutoring support daily from 11:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. Send letter 
of interest and resume by email to: mjaksa@bishopmiege.
com.

Financial representatives - due to the success and growth 
of the Knights of columbus, we are adding a financial rep-
resentative in the Kansas city metro, topeka, and Garnett 
- Greeley area. Ideal for a determined, high energy, high 
expectation, professional, self-disciplined, independent indi-
vidual desiring to serve others, yet earn a better-than-aver-
age income. We provide top-rated financial products to our 
members and their families and will provide excellent benefits 
and training. please contact John a. mahon, general agent, for 
more information or an interview by sending an email to: john.
mahon@kofc.org, by phone at (785) 408-8806 or at 1275 to-
peka blvd., topeka, KS 66612.  

Director of administration - St. mark the evangelist church, 
Independence, missouri, is seeking a director of administra-
tion. this position provides general leadership and day-to-day 
supervision of parish operations in the areas of finance/ac-
counting, human resources, payroll/benefits, property/facility 
management, stewardship, communications, and information 
systems. Ideal candidate will be a practicing catholic in good 
standing. position requires: a bachelor’s degree in business, 
accounting, human resources or related field, or equivalent 
experience; 5 years business experience and at least 2 years 
experience leading an organization or large department; 
knowledge of and experience in accounting principles, prac-
tices and budgeting; knowledge and experience in human re-
sources management and employment law; proficiency with 
mS office, excel, Quickbooks (or other financial accounting 
application) and ability to learn specialized parish software 
programs quickly; effective communication skills and strong 
presentation skills; exceptional organizational skills; the abil-
ity to work collaboratively with diverse groups of people and 
a high level of integrity; experience in other functional areas 
listed previously (property/facility management) is beneficial. 
must be able to think strategically while demonstrating a 
willingness to roll up your sleeves and assist with operational 
tasks when needed. requires some evenings, weekends and 
on-call availability. employment is contingent upon success-
ful completion of background check, completion of ethics and 
Integrity in ministry (eIm) document, and attendance at a 
virtus protecting God’s children program at the first available 
opportunity. please send resume and cover letter outlining 
your qualifications as they relate to the position to:  Search 
committee/director of administration, St. mark the evange-
list catholic church, 3736 S. lee’s Summit rd., Independence, 
mo 64055; or send an email to: cmasuch@stmarksparish.
com. eoe.

ServIceS
Agua Fina irrigation and Landscape 
the one-stop location for your project! 

landscape and irrigation design, 
installation and maintenance. 
cleanup and grading services 

it’s time to repair your lawn. 20% discount on lawn 
renovations with mention of this ad. 

visit the website at: www.goaguafina.com 
call (913) 530-7260 or (913) 530-5661

House and office cleaning - honest, reliable; reasonable 
rates. Johnson and surrounding counties. parishioner of Good 
Shepherd church. references available. call (913) 544-6982.

Piano lessons - piano lessons in olathe. all ages. call (913) 
829-2315. 

Housecleaning - professional, thorough housecleaning. 
competitive pricing. flexible scheduling. more than 25 years 
experience. Johnson county, Shawnee, overland park, and 
Wyandotte county areas. call Shelly at (913) 206-2680. 
please leave a message.

tutoring - tutoring available for K-12 (various academic sub-
jects, including french and Spanish) and music lessons avail-
able, piano, voice, and music theory as well as test prep. Ses-
sions can be one-on-one or group (discounts available) and 
done in a fun and meaningful context. for more information, 
please call or text Kathleen at (913) 206-2151 or send an email 
to: klmamuric@yahoo.com.

Helping Hand Handy Man - home maintenance chores avail-
able by the hour. Special rate for senior and single-          parent 
households. electrical, painting, wood refinishing, deck repair, 
yard work, shelving and organizing. most home problems and 
needs solved. member of prince of peace, olathe. call mark 
coleman at (913) 526-4490.

Mike Hammer local moving - a full-service mover. pack-
ing, pianos, rental truck load/unload, storage container 
load/unload, and in-home moving. no job too small. Serv-
ing Joco since 1987. St. Joseph, Shawnee, parishioner. 
call mike at (913) 927-4347 or send an email to: mike@          
mikehammermoving.com. 

electrician - free estimates; reasonable rates. Joco and 
south Kc metro. call pat at  (913) 963-9896.

CLUtter GettiNG yoU DoWN? organize, fix, assemble, 
install! “Kevin of all trades” your professional organizer and 
“honey-do-lISt” specialist. call today for a free consultation 
at (913) 271-5055. Insured. references. visit our website at: 
www.KoatInduStrIeS.com.

Housecleaning - old-fashioned cleaning, hand mop- ping, 
etc. a thorough and consistent job every time. references 
from customers I’ve served for over 17 years. call Sharon at 
(816) 322-0006 (home) or (816) 801-0901 (mobile). Serving 
the 913 area code area.

tree service - pruning trees for optimal growth and beau-
ty and removal of hazardous limbs or problem trees. free 
consultation and bid. Safe, insured, professional. cristofer 
estrada, Green Solutions of Kc, (913) 378-5872. www.
GreenSolutionsKc.com.

Quilted Memories  - your Kansas city longarm Shop - nolt-
ing longarm machines, quilting supplies and machine quilting 
services. We specialize in memorial quilts - custom designed 
memory quilts from your t-shirt collections, photos, baby 
clothes, college memorabilia, etc., neckties etc. for informa-
tion or to schedule a free consultation, call (913) 649-2704. 
visit the website at: www.quiltedmemoriesllc.com.

Machine quilting - by Jenell noeth, basehor. also, quilts 
made to order. call (913) 724-1837.

Garage door and opener sales and service - 24-hour, 7-day-
a-week service on all types of doors. replace broken springs, 
cables, hinges, rollers, gate openers, entry and patio doors, 
and more. over 32 years of experience. call (913) 227-4902.

Cleaning lady - reasonable rates; references provided. call 
(913) 940-2959.

Bankruptcy consultation - If debts are overwhelming you, 
seek hope and help from compassionate, experienced cath-
olic attorney, teresa Kidd. for a free consultation, call (913) 
422-0610; send an email to: tkidd@kc.rr.com; or visit the 
website at: www.teresakiddlawyer.com. We moved! come 
check out our new office in lenexa. 

Complete plumbing and bath
master plumber for your entire home. painting, tile install, 

bath remodeling. onyx collection distributor.
Serving Johnson county for 20 years.

member ascension parish; call mike at (913) 488-4930.

For QuickBooks Help
call ann evans
(913) 406-9778

member of curé of ars parish

tim the Handyman - Small jobs, faucets, garbage disposals, 
toilets, ceiling fans, light fixtures, painting, wall ceiling repair, 
wood rot, siding, decks, doors, windows, and gutter cleaning. 
call (913) 526-1844.

home Improvement
the Drywall Doctor, inc. - a unique solution to your drywall 
problems! We fix all types of ceiling and wall damage — from 
water stains and stress cracks to texture repairs and skim 
coating. We provide professional, timely repairs and leave the 
job site clean! lead-certified and insured! Serving the metro 
since 1997. call (913) 768-6655. 

Swalms organizing and Downsizing Service - reducing 
Clutter - enjoy an organized Home! basement, garage, at-
tic, shop, storage rooms - any room organized!  belongings 
sorted, boxed and labeled, items hauled or taken for recycling, 
trash bagged. for before and after photos, visit: www.swalms 
organizing.com. over 20 years of organizing experience; in-
sured. call tillar at (913) 375-9115.

Concrete construction - tear out and replace stamped, 
stained or colored patios and drives. retaining walls, foot-
ings, poured-in-place safe rooms, excavation and hauling. 

asphalt drives and lots. fully insured; references. call dan at 
(913) 207-4371 or send an email to: dandeeconst@aol.com.

Home improvements - thank you to all my customers for 
being patient as I underwent a life-saving liver transplant. If 
there is new work or warranty work, please don’t hesitate to 
call. We do windows, siding, doors, decks, exterior painting 
and wood rot. there is no job too big or too small. call Joshua 
doherty at (913) 709-7230.

eL SoL y LA  tierrA
*commercial & residential 

* lawn renovation *mowing
* clean-up and hauling

* dirt grading/installation
* landscape design

* free estimates
Hablamos y escribimos ingles!!

call lupe at (816) 252-3376

StA (Sure thing Always) Home repair - basement finish, 
bathrooms and kitchens; interior & exterior repairs: paint-
ing, roofing, siding, wood replacement and window glaz-
ing. free estimates. call (913) 491-5837 or (913) 579-1835. 
email: smokeycabin@hotmail.com. member of holy trinity, 
lenexa.

NeLSoN CreAtioNS L.L.C.
home remodeling, design/build, kitchens, baths, all interi-
or and exterior work. family owned and operated; over 25 
years experience. licensed and insured; commercial and 

residential. Kirk and diane nelson. 
(913) 927-5240; nelsport@everestkc.net

Local handyman and lawn care - mowing, painting, wood 
rot, power washing, staining, gutter cleaning, honey-do list, 
hvac and windows. free estimates. member of holy angels 
parish, basehor. call billy at (913) 927-4118.

Adept Home improvements
Where quality still counts!

basement finishing, 
Kitchens and baths, 

electrical and plumbing,
licensed and insured. (913) 599-7998

Custom countertops - laminates installed within 5 days. 
cambria, granite, and solid surface. competitive prices, de-
pendable work. call the top Shop, Inc., at (913) 962-5058. 
members of St. Joseph, Shawnee.

Detail construction and remodeling - We offer a full line of 
home remodeling services. don’t move — remodel! Johnson 
county area. call for a free quote. (913) 709-8401. 

House painting
Interior and exterior; wall paper removal. 

power washing, fences, decks. 
30 years experience. references. reasonable rates. 

call Joe at (913) 620-5776.

Heating and cooling repair and replacement - call Joe with 
Jb design and Service. licensed and insured with 20 years 
experience. member of divine mercy parish. call Joe at (913) 
915-6887. 

careGIvInG
Looking for high quality home care? - Whether you’re look-
ing to introduce care for your family or simply looking to im-
prove your current home care quality, we can help. our unique 
approach to home care has earned us a 99% client satisfac-
tion rating among the 1,000-plus families we have assisted. 
We are family-owned, with offices in lenexa and lawrence. 
call Benefits of Home - Senior Care, lenexa: (913) 422-1591 
or lawrence: (785) 727-1816 or www.benefitsofhome.com. 

Caregiving - help from a friend. errands, appointments, med-
ications, meals, light housekeeping. references. many years 
experience. member of curé of ars. call (913) 257-5303.

Caregiving - catholic woman with 37 years experience is 
available to care for your loved one in their home. Spent the 
past 6 years caring for one client. excellent references avail-
able. prefer part time. call (913) 579-8914.

CALL tHe “Go Go GirLS” - maybe you aren’t driving as much 
or at all; we can help. If you need to Go to the doctor, dentist, 
hairdresser, barber shop, grocery store, etc., let us know. If you 
don’t want to Go yourself, we can run your errands for you. We 
will Go to your home, if you need someone to sit with a loved 
one, while you get away. We can even be of assistance with 
kids. Give us a call if they are sick and can’t stay alone or need 
a ride home from school. contact us at (913) 469-6211 or (816) 
807-0564 to discuss your needs. Johnson county area only. 

Senior care and helper - I am a registered nurse with a 
master’s degree in nursing and a master’s degree in business 
administration. I obtained my education from the university 
of virginia and the university of mary. I am a husband and a 
father of a two-year-old son. I enjoy working with, learning 
from and exchanging stories with the senior population and 
america’s Greatest Generation. this may include but not be 
limited to nursing care, grocery shopping, yard work, medical 
appointments, companionship, and help around the home. 
parishioner of holy trinity parish, lenexa. call matt at (913) 
522-4938 to set up a no obligation meeting to see if we’re a 
good fit for one another.  

Caregiving - We provide personal assistance, companion-
ship, care management, and transportation to the elderly and 
disabled in home, assisted living and nursing facilities. We 
also provide respite care for main caregivers needing some 
personal time. call Daughters & Company at (913) 341-2500 
and speak with laurie, debbie or Gary.

Caregiver - nursing/companion. I can provide the medical 
care and household management experience. live-in consid-
ered. nights or weekends, hourly. 30 years experience. call 
(913) 579-5276.

Caregiver - cna home health care specialist provides tlc 
in the comfort of the client’s residence. available 24 hours, 
affordable, excellent references provided. nonsmoker. call 
(816) 806-8104.

Wanted to buy
Will buy firearms and related accessories - one or a whole 
collection. honest evaluation and top prices paid. contact 
tom at (913) 238-2473. member of Sacred heart parish, 
Shawnee. 

Wanted to buy - lionel trains. call (913) 485-6700.

ANtiQUeS WANteD - I buy older wrist- and pocket watches, 
silverware, antique toy banks, crock jugs, postcards and pho-
tographs, babe ruth autographs, pharmaceutical drug store 
soda fountain and military items. call (913) 642-8269 or (913) 
593-7507.

Wanted to buy - antique/vintage jewelry, lighters, 
fountain pens, post card collections, paintings/prints, 

pottery, sterling, china dinnerware. 
renee maderak, (913) 631-7179. 

St. Joseph parish, Shawnee

for Sale
Moving sale - fisher’s duchess slate regular-size pool table, 
pool table light fixture, side-by-side Kenmore refrigerator, 
Whirlpool Supreme washer, new roper dryer, 6 large metal 
shelves, 2 wooden shelves. call (913) 257-5303.

For sale - Quilting frame, professional level, full size, in ex-
cellent condition. If interested, call (913) 764-6546 or (913) 
530-0007.

Free - yamaha electone 405 organ needs a new home. up-
per and lower keyboards with stops for both. 40” high, 27” 
deep, 45” wide. bench, instruction manuals and music books 
included. current owners downsizing. you move. call (913) 
642-4013 between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m.

Max’s rosaries - custom-made locally for all occasions – first 
communion, confirmation, baptism, graduation. rosary brace-
lets and beaded earrings too! I also do repairs. member of the 
church of the ascension, overland park. call (913) 400-3236.

residential lifts - buy/sell/trade. Stair lifts, porch lifts, ceiling 
lifts and elevators. recycled and new equipment. member of 
St. michael the archangel parish, leawood. call Silver cross 
Kc at (913) 327-5557. 

vacatIon
Colorado ski vacation - 2 br, 1 ba, furnished, fireplace, 
sleeps 6. next to rec center. pool and hot tub. bus to ski area. 
$145 per night or $900 per week. call (913) 392-0686.
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December
Queen of the Holy Rosary Church, 
71st and metcalf, overland park, 
will host its Our Lady of Guada-
lupe celebration on Dec. 12. it 

begins with mass at 6 p.m.,  followed by a 
reception with mexican pastries and drinks 
in the parish hall.  

st. patrick parish will host an Our 
Lady of Guadalupe feast day 
dinner at St. Brigid Hall, next to 
st. patrick church, 309 s. 6th st., 

osage city, on Dec. 13 from 6 - 8 p.m., fol-
lowing 5 p.m. mass. the cost to attend 
with advance tickets is $10 for adults; $5 
for children. at the door, tickets cost: $12 
for adults; $6 for children; and no cost for 
children ages 5 and under. there will also be 
many silent auction baskets.

a memorial liturgy for deceased loved 
ones will be held at 8 a.m. on Dec. 13 at Curé 
of Ars Parish, 9401 mission rd., leawood. 
following the mass, the bereavement min-
istry will have its monthly support meeting 
in the father burak room. msgr. charles 
mcglinn will speak on spirituality and grief. 
for more information, call (913) 649-2026.

the knights of columbus council 
11917 of Sacred Heart Church, 
2646 s.  34th st., kansas city, kan-
sas, will host an all-you-can-eat 

pancake breakfast with santa from 8 - 11 
a.m. on Dec. 14 at the church. the cost to 
attend is $6 for adults; $4 for children under 
the age of 12. 

all are invited to the 18th annual communi-
ty Christmas concert on Dec. 14 at 2 p.m. 
at Immaculate Conception Church, 711 n. 
5th st., leavenworth. the concert will fea-
ture the choirs from three area high schools 
— immaculata, leavenworth, and lansing. 
there is no cost to attend. a donation of 
nonperishable food for the leavenworth as-
sistance center would be appreciated.

all are invited to an evening of 
lessons and carols at Our Lady 
of Unity Parish, featuring the our 
lady of Unity choir, on Dec. 15 at 

7 p.m. at st. John the evangelist church, 
2910 strong, kansas city, kansas. for 
more information, call (913) 677-4625.

All Addictions Group, a support 
group for women dealing with any 
kind of addiction, at any stage of 
recovery, meets on tuesday eve-

nings from 6 - 7 p.m. at Keeler Women’s 
Center, 2220 central ave., kansas city, 
kansas. call (913) 906-8990 or register 
online by visiting the website at: www.
keelerwomenscenter.org.

Keeler Women’s Center, 2220 
central ave., kansas city, kansas, 
will join with the Workforce part-
nership to offer two programs to 

assist men and women seeking employ-
ment. on Dec. 16 from 1:30 - 2:30 p.m., 
there will be a Wia orientation to explain 
opportunities for financial assistance for 
further training and education. on Dec. 17 
from 10 - 11 a.m., there will be a workshop 
on job search strategies. to register, call 
(913) 906-8990.

a Mass with prayers for heal-
ing, sponsored by archdiocesan 
charismatic prayer groups, will be 
held at 7:30 p.m. on Dec. 18 in the 

father burak room at curé of ars parish, 
9401 mission rd., leawood. father Dennis 
Wait will preside. for more information, 
call (913) 649-2026.

single men ages 18-35 are en-
couraged to attend Quo Vadis, a 
discernment retreat given by the 
vocation office and archbishop Jo-

seph f. naumann at Savior Pastoral Center, 
12601 parallel pkwy., kansas city, kansas. 
retreat master father nick blaha, father 
scott Wallisch and many of our seminarians 
will help men uncover god’s beautiful plan 
for them. the retreat includes three confer-
ences, mass, eucharistic adoration, a holy 
hour and lunch with the sisters, servants of 
mary, personal time with the archbishop, a 
seminarian panel, and recreation. there is no 
charge to attend, but registration is required. 
visit the website at: kckvocations.com or 
send an email to: vocation@archkck.org.

the serra club of Johnson county 
will host the annual seminarian/
parent Mass and luncheon at 
10:30 a.m. on Dec. 29. this annu-

al event is sponsored by five regional ser-
ra clubs. serrans will join archdiocesan 
seminarians and their parents for a mass 
at Ascension Church, 9510 W. 127th st., 
overland park, with celebrant archbish-
op Joseph f. naumann. the mass will be 
followed by lunch. for more information, 
contact larry sowers by sending an email 
to: vlang@kc.rr.com. 

the December holy rosary rally in honor 
of Our Lady of Fatima will be held on Dec. 
14 from 3 - 4:15 p.m. at christ the king 
parish, 8510 Wornall rd., kansas city, 
missouri. the  joyful, sorrowful and glori-
ous mysteries of the rosary will be prayed, 
followed by benediction and the opportu-
nity for attendees to enroll in the brown 
scapular. for driving instructions or future 
dates for the kansas city monthly holy 
rosary rallies, visit the website at: www.
rosaryrallieskc.org.

holy trinity church will host its 
New Year’s Eve singles extrava-
ganza on Dec. 31 from 8:30 p.m. 
- 12:30 a.m. at the Quigley Cen-

ter, 13600 W. 92nd st., lenexa. save $5 
on advance tickets and table reservations 
before Dec. 20. call phil at (816) 830-
3827 or send an email to: treasurer.bekc@
gmail.com. the evening includes DJ Zep-
ster, appetizers, drinks and champagne at 
midnight. the cost to attend is $40 at the 
door. proceeds benefit beginning experi-
ence’s financial assistance fund.
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29 CALeNDAr SUBMiSSioNS
• Email submissions to: calendar@
theleaven.com
• Mail to: 12615 Parallel Pkwy., Kansas 
city, ks 66109, attn: calendar
• Calendar notices are due 10 days 
before the desired publication date.
• Calendar notices may only run two 
weeks before the event depending on 
space available. 
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FOUNDATION REPAIR
Cracked • Bowed • Settled Wall 
repair
v Wall Bracing
v Waterproofing
v Steel Underpinning

MUD JACKING                
 raise & Level
v Patios  v Drives  
v Garage Floors
v Slab Houses

Kansas City                                  Lawrence Topeka
(913) 262-9352                             (785) 865-0006 (785) 246-0128

K E A T I N G Mud Jacking

Concrete Work
Any type of repair and new work

Driveways, Walks, Patios
Member of Queen of the Holy Rosary Parish

Harvey M. Kascht (913) 262-1555

Stair lifts & More We’ll lift you up!
Scooter/bath/wheelchair/pool  

Free consults. Leaven discounts!
Member Good Shepherd, Shawnee 

Call Ed Toll Free 1-855-543-8632

Catholic Foundation of Northeast Kansas
• Catholic Bequests

• Gift Annuities

• Endowments

Let us help you with your Catholic Legacy
(913) 647-0325  gpratt@archkck.org  www.cfnek.org

• Donor Advised Funds

• Named Scholarship Funds

• Memorial Funds

Wagner’s 
Mud-Jacking Co.
Specializing in Foundation Repairs

Mud-jacking and Waterproofing.  
Serving Lawrence, Topeka 

and surrounding areas.
Topeka (785) 233-3447   

Lawrence (785) 749-1696
In business since 1963

www.foundationrepairks.com
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In ancient Israel, a person 
did not achieve the status 
of prophet by going away 
to study certain skills. 

There was no school 
for prophets. Neither did 
the person sign up for that 
position on his own. Rather, 
God chose the person for the 
prophetic ministry. 

The person would feel 
an overwhelming urge to 
speak out, an urge that the 
person could not control or 
suppress. We call that urge 
“inspiration.” God’s spirit 
would come upon the person, 
enabling him or her to speak 
on God’s behalf.

In Sunday’s first reading — 
Is 61:1-2a, 10-11 — the prophet 
affirms that it is God who 
has decided that he should 
be a prophet: “The Lord has 
anointed me.” In ancient Isra-
el, kings and priests assumed 
their office by being anointed 

with oil. Here, however, the 
prophet has most probably 
not been anointed with oil. 

Instead, this is a way of 
saying that God has set him 
aside to be a prophet. It is a 
spiritual anointing. 

In much the same way, 
during the time of the New 
Testament, people would say 
that Jesus had been anointed 
by God. That is why they 
would call him “Christ,” 

which means “the anointed 
one” in Greek. In Hebrew, the 
word “Messiah” means the 
same thing.

In the reading from Isaiah, 
the prophet announces “a 
year of favor from the Lord, 
and a day of vindication by 
our God.” Since the people of 
Israel were returning home 
from exile in Babylon, this 
happy news would have been 
at the core of the prophet’s 
announcement. 

Similarly, when the 
prophet proclaims “liberty 
to captives and release to 
prisoners,” he has in mind 
those who have been held in 
captivity in Babylon. 

Their return to their 
homeland of Israel will bring 
forth new life for the entire 
earth: “As the earth brings 
forth its plants, and a garden 
makes its growth spring up, 
so will the Lord God make 

justice and praise spring up 
before all the nations.”

In its original context, the 
words of the prophet focus 
upon the people of Israel. At 
the same time, the prophecy 
does end with a universal 
outreach: “Make justice and 
praise spring up before all the 
nations.” The whole world 
will witness what God has 
accomplished for Israel.

That universal outreach 
achieves its climax in Jesus 
Christ. When we apply the 
words of the prophecy to 
him, the year of favor that he 
announces refers to the time 
of salvation that he brings. 
The captives for whom he 
proclaims liberty are those 
captive to sin. The same 
spirit that came upon Isaiah 
has come upon Jesus, so that 
he might do these wonderful 
things for us. 

OK, call me old-fash-
ioned, but can 
anything top getting 
an 8.3- pound book 

for Christmas? To me, it just 
screams significance — some-
thing that a 10.1-ounce Kindle 
can’t imitate. Yes, once again 
it’s time for some last-minute 
book suggestions to consider 
for giving or receiving.

Why don’t we start with 
a book on prayer? The Irish 
Jesuits have produced a new, 
excellent “Sacred Space: 
The Prayer Book 2015” 
(Ave Maria Press, 2015; 371 
pgs.; $15.95). Billed as prayer 
that can be done in 10 min-
utes, each week has a one-
page article followed by a 
clear and simple set of stages 
that you’re guided through. 
One stage is a daily Gospel 
reading with some questions 
to ponder. This book com-
bines lectio divina (“sacred 
reading”) with Ignatian spiri-
tuality (imagining yourself in 
a Bible scene). Don’t fret that 
this book already started with 
the new church year on Nov. 
30. It’s “good” through next 
Nov. 28!

For a child’s eye view of 
the season, check out these 
two illustrated children’s 
books. On the Third Sunday 
of Advent, Italian kids gather 
with the pope in Rome to 
have him bless their “bambi-
nelli” (statues of Baby Jesus). 

“Bambinelli Sunday: A 
Christmas Blessing” (Fran-
ciscan Media, 2013; 32 pgs.; 
$15.99) tells the heartwarm-
ing story of Alessandro and 
“what he learns about family, 
faith and love one special 
day.”

The second book is by 
Aaron Shepard and traces 
the origin of the expression 
“a baker’s dozen” to a legend 
from Dutch colonial New 
York in “The Baker’s Doz-
en: A Saint Nicholas Tale” 
(Skyhook Press, 2010; 40 pgs.; 
$11.25). Beautifully illustrated 
by Wendy Edelson, it even 
includes a recipe for making 
your own St. Nick cookies.

Who can resist a book that 
begins: “I like to tell folks that 
I have a little black nun inside 
of me”? This book by Brother 
Michael O’Neill McGrath 
contains his original paint-
ings and musings on a spir-

itual dynamo in the church 
who passed away at the age 
of 52 in 1990. “This Little 
Light” (Orbis Books, 2008; 95 
pgs.; $20) presents “lessons in 
living from Sister Thea Bow-
man. She was an extremely 
popular speaker in Catholic 
circles because of her enthu-
siastic presentations, which 
included song and dance. 
The author captures her well 
when he writes: “If you are in 
grief, let her show you how 
to live beyond the emptiness. 
If you are sick, let her show 
you how to live with the pain. 
If you are afraid and anxious, 
let her walk with you awhile 
and hold your hand. If you 
have lost sight of your beauty, 
let her hold up a mirror so 
you can see how beautiful 
you are.”

Speaking of beauty, my last 
two suggestions are art books 
about the Vatican Museum. 
If you’ve been to Rome, you 
probably visited the museum. 
However, I’ll bet you were 
whisked through it in order 
to get to the Sistine Chapel, 
where you were allowed to 
gawk for a few precious min-
utes before being shooed off 
to another site. 

The first book, “The 
Sistine Chapel: A Biblical 
Tour” (Paulist Press, 2013; 96 
pgs.; $19.95) by Christine M. 
Panyard, lets you experience 
the Sistine as it was meant 

to be: up close and person-
al. What is unique about 
this book is that the author 
“brings together the paintings 
from the ceiling of the Sistine 
Chapel with their foundation 
in Holy Scripture.” This is 
a stunning book that allows 
you to appreciate this mas-
terpiece in a whole new way 
— and without the shoving 
crowds, yelling guards and 
aching neck (from gazing up 
at the ceiling).

And now back to that 
eight-pound book. Everything 
about it is substantial: its 
weight, size and price ($75, al-
though deals abound online). 
It’s called “The Vatican: 
All the Paintings” (Black 
Dog & Leventhal Publishing, 
2013; 525 pgs.) by Anja Grebe. 
Inside are 976 works of art: 
paintings, sculptures, maps, 
tapestries and other artifacts. 
The book comes complete 
with a companion DVD. 
The color reproductions are 
magnificent, and you’ll find 
yourself lingering and ogling 
for hours and hours. Con-
sidering that a ticket to the 
Vatican Museum costs about 
$20 a pop — not to mention 
that pesky airfare — this book 
will more than pay for itself 
in a few viewings.

By the way, does anyone 
need a broken Kindle? I seem 
to have dropped the “little” 
Vatican book on top of mine! 
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MArk My WorDS

prophecy spoken first to israel applies to us all

father mIKe StubbS
father mike Stubbs is the pastor of 
holy cross parish in overland park and 
has a degree in Scripture from harvard 
university.

iN tHe BeGiNNiNG

SCriPtUre reADiNGS

thIrd WeeK of advent

dec. 14
thIrd Sunday of advent
Is 61: 1-2a, 10-11
(ps) lk 1: 46-50, 53-54
1 thes 5: 16-24
Jn 1: 6-8, 19-28

dec. 15
monday
nm 24: 2-7, 15-17a
ps 25: 4-5ab, 6, 7bc, 8-9
mt 21: 23-27

dec. 16
tuesday
Zep 3: 1-2, 9-13
ps 34: 2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 19, 23
mt 21: 28-32

dec. 17
Wednesday
Gn 49: 2, 8-10
ps 72: 3-4, 7-8, 17
mt 1: 1-17

dec. 18
thursday
Jer 23: 5-8
ps 72: 1-2, 12-13, 18-19
mt 1: 18-25

dec. 19
friday
Jgs 13: 2-7, 24-25a
ps 71: 3-4a, 5-6b, 16-17
lk 1: 5-25

dec. 20
Saturday
Is 7: 10-14
ps 24: 1-4b, 5-6
lk 1: 26-38

PoPe FrANCiS
During the year of consecrated life, all cath-

olics are called to thank god for the gifts that 
members of religious orders have given the 
church and the world, to join them in prayer and 
to find practical ways to support them and their 
ministries, pope francis said. “let them know 
the affection and the warmth which the entire 
christian people feels for them,” the pope said 

in a letter issued for the special year, which 
opened nov. 30 and will close feb. 2, 2016, the 
feast of the presentation of the lord. the ap-
ostolic penitentiary, a vatican court, issued a 
note nov. 28 specifying that both lay and con-
secrated people can receive an indulgence for 
participating in events related to the year of 
consecrated life, going to confession, receiv-
ing the eucharist and offering prayers for the 
intentions of the pope. 

in his letter, pope francis also offered greet-
ings to orthodox communities of monks and 
nuns, and to members of protestant religious 
orders, who also take vows of poverty, chastity 
and obedience and are “expressions of frater-
nal communion and service.” Dialogue between 
catholic religious and those of other traditions 
“can prove helpful for the greater journey to-
ward the unity of all the churches,” he said.

— cnS

you can definitely read into this column
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I still vividly re-
call entering 
religious life in 

the mid-1980s. 
A Los Angeles native and a 

fairly recent law school grad-
uate, I knew I was stepping 
into a very different environ-
ment. As I settled into this 
life, I realized that I was doing 
many of the same things I had 
been doing for years. 

I had already become ac-
customed to daily Mass and 
Holy Hour, as well as aca-
demic study. And, of course, 
the meals and recreation 
times were very enjoyably 
spent in community.

The one thing that was 
markedly different for me 
was praying the Liturgy of 

the Hours (or the Divine 
Office) at set times each day 
with the other seminarians 
and religious. I had used 
a breviary (a prayer book 
containing the Liturgy of the 
Hours) before entering the 
seminary, but the regularity 
and fervor of this prayer of 

the church was the most 
distinctive — and in many 
ways the most enriching 
— aspect of my seminary 
journey. This attraction to 
the Liturgy of the Hours has 
stayed with me ever since.

For that reason, the com-
mitment of deacons and dea-
con candidates to pray the 
Liturgy of the Hours has fit 
me like an old, comfortable 
shoe as I’ve begun formation 
for the diaconate. I especial-
ly enjoy praying the Litur-
gy of the Hours with my 
awesome brother candidates 
during our formation week-
ends and other occasions.

Still, one of the best-kept 
secrets of Vatican II was the 
encouragement given to all 
Catholics to pray the Liturgy 
of the Hours:

“Pastors of souls should 
see to it that the chief 
hours, especially Vespers 
(commonly known today as 
Evening Prayer), are cele-
brated in common in church 
on Sundays and the more 
solemn feasts. And the laity, 
too, are encouraged to recite 
the divine Office, either with 
the priests, or among them-
selves, or even individually” 
(Constitution on the Sacred 
Liturgy, 100). 

One of the defining char-
acteristics of the first Chris-
tians was their commitment 
to communal prayer. The 
Acts of the Apostles tells us 
that the disciples gathered 
together at different hours for 
prayer (Acts 3:1; 10:9; 16:25). 
The church has continued 
this practice ever since.

How many of us have ex-
perienced our day “getting 
away from us”? The Liturgy 
of the Hours helps to punc-
tuate the day with prayer 
and truly make our day’s 
activities a pleasing offering 
to God. Whenever we pray 
the Liturgy of the Hours, we 
make holy one of our most 
precious commodities: time. 
This prayer also connects 
us to the liturgical seasons 
and feast days, so that our 
personal prayer reflects 
the rhythm of the universal 
church.

You may purchase a 
breviary at any Catholic 
bookstore, and there are 
also apps and websites — 
such as: divineoffice.org and 
www.ibreviary.org — to help 
you get started. 

Liturgy of the hours helps us make an offering of our day

make close encounters with god a part of your life

seminarian credits ‘make-up work’ with catalyzing his vocation

Being the 
youngest in 
my family, I 

spent a few years 
as the only child at 
home.

I missed having my sib-
lings around, so it was a treat 
when one of my brothers 
would join us for breakfast. 
Our house was not his first 
stop. He had already been to 
6 a.m. Mass. While he was 
single, he quite frequently 
made the sacrifice to rise 
early and begin his day with 
the Eucharist. His dedication 
to the Lord inspired me.

Over 10 years later, when I 
found myself as a single man 
in the work world, I thought 
back to my brother’s morning 
routine. Although I had never 
been a morning person, I still 
found myself starting to wake 
early for the trip to Mass. It 

meant going to bed early, but 
the sacrifice was worth it, 
because it was a great way to 
kick off the day.

As daily Mass became 
a regular part of my life, I 
found myself being drawn 
in by the Lord. I also found 
him speaking in my heart, 
especially about his love for 
me and his plan for my life. 

Listening to his word and 
receiving him in the Eucha-
rist, I could not help but 
feel strongly drawn to the 
priestly vocation he had in 
store for me. The liturgy was 
not the only way he spoke 
to me, but I could hear him 
most clearly when at Mass or 
at my weekly hour of adora-
tion.

As I continue my series 
on tools for discernment, I 
am encouraging you to make 
daily Mass a regular part of 
your life and your vocational 
discernment. 

Now, lest you think that 
my suggestion of daily Mass 
is my subtle way of con-
vincing all of you to become 
priests and Sisters, I can 
assure you that daily Mass 
discerners do not all follow 
the same path. 

A few weeks ago, I 
presided at a wedding for 
a young couple that met at 
daily Mass. Just as clarity 
of my priestly vocation 
was only possible with 
frequent Eucharist, their 
clarity about God’s plan for 

marriage relied on daily 
Mass. (Mass also helped my 
brother find God’s call to 
marriage.)

It is this simple: Our voca-
tional discernment is about 
finding God’s will in our life, 
and only God can reveal his 
will. It makes sense, there-
fore, to spend time as close 
to him as possible, and he is 
closest to us in the Eucharist 
and other sacraments. 

If we follow my brother’s 
example and make these en-
counters with him a regular 
part of our lives, we cannot 
help but be drawn closer to 
him and be given greater 
clarity of his wonderful will 
for our lives.

Dear friends 
of Catholic 
schools,

Just before the fall semes-
ter began, the seminarian 
assigned to our parish during 
the summer spoke at all of 
the Masses. Our pastor asked 
him to share his “call story” 
(how he knew he was called 
to be a priest). What follows 
is my recollection of Luke’s 
story, with apologies to him 
in advance for any details I 
may report inaccurately!

Anyone who knows the 
Doyle family from Topeka 
even slightly would not be at 
all surprised to learn of their 
son Luke’s vocation. If there 
ever was an example of a 

family truly living their Cath-
olic faith, it is the Doyles. 

However, Luke recalled 
that he realized in high 
school that he was living his 
parents’ faith, not really his 
own. 

He began to realize this 
when he and some of his 
friends had failed an assign-

ment or test in theology 
class. Luke and his friends 
concluded that it was not a 
good thing to fail in theolo-
gy! After all, how could they 
explain this to their parents? 

So they did what any en-
terprising young high school 
students would do: They 
begged their teacher for a 
way to redeem that grade. 

It is the teacher’s response 
that caught my attention as 
Luke spoke. Luke said the 
teacher said, “Sure, there 
is something you can do to 
help your grade. You can 
join me at lunch and pray the 
rosary with me.”

The students thought this 
was the easiest “make-up 
work” ever, so naturally they 
complied. Luke commented 

that during these times of 
praying the rosary, he began 
to experience a conversion 
from living his parents’ 
faith to feeling his own faith 
awaken within him. Luke 
attributes those rosary ses-
sions, along with his family 
upbringing, as the catalyst 
for his vocation. 

As I reflect on Luke’s 
story, I cannot help but think 
of the role of Catholic school 
teachers in priestly and reli-
gious vocations. 

We teach a vocation 
curriculum; we sponsor vo-
cation clubs; we encourage 
individual students to par-
ticipate in Project Andrew 
and other vocation-related 
activities; we pray for voca-
tions; and instead of teach-

ing only about “college and 
career readiness,” we teach 
about vocation discernment 
and ask students to reflect 
on how God is calling them 
to use the gifts and talents he 
has given them. 

Perhaps, though, the most 
important thing we do is to 
witness our own faith and 
invite students to share their 
faith with us. One Catho-
lic school scholar refers to 
Catholic school teaching as 
an “intimate communication 
among souls.” 

It seems that this is exact-
ly what took place at Hayden 
Catholic High School when 
Luke Doyle joined his 
teacher for those luncheon 
rosaries.

Vaya con Dios!

leon Suprenant
leon Suprenant is the pastoral 
associate for administration in the 
office of the permanent diaconate. 
for more information on the diacon-
ate, visit www.archkck.org/deacons. 

orDAiNeD to Serve

father Scott 
WallISch
father Scott Wallisch is the 
archdiocesan vocations director.

voCAtioNS CorNer

kathy o’hara
Kathy o’hara is the superintendent 
of archdiocesan schools.

FroM tHe SUPer
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Family tradition
bourbon balls 

were a family 
tradition during 
christmastime 
for father Jer-
ry volz, pastor 
of prince of 
peace parish in 
olathe.

the following is his 
mother marge volz’s recipe:

BOURBON BALLS
2½ cups crushed vanilla wafers
1 cup ground dates
3 tablespoons corn syrup
¼ cup bourbon (more if you 

wish)
½ cup sugar (optional)

mix all together. shape into 
1-inch balls. roll bourbon balls in 
the sugar, if desired. store in air-
tight container for up to a month.

k
ansas city, kan. — ’tis the season to bring out 

those recipe cards seasoned with decades of tra-

dition in many families.

the leaven asked for some favorites of the 

priests in the archdiocese to share with readers 

during the christmas season — and they delivered!

so here is a taste of their favorites to add to your own 
christmas (all year-round) celebrations.

— By Jessica Langdon

Cranberries to go with anything
“i love cranberries,” said father phil Win-

kelbauer, pastor of sacred heart-st. casimir 
parish in leavenworth. “some years ago, i 
was visiting a friend and she served cran-
berries that were wonderful. and i asked for 
the recipe. here it is.”

FATHER PHIL’S CRANBERRIES
1 12-ounce bag of fresh cranberries
¾ cup orange juice
2⁄3 - ¾ cup sugar
¼ teaspoon cinnamon
¼ teaspoon nutmeg
Dash (1⁄8 teaspoon) cloves
½ cup raisins
½ cup chopped pecans

in saucepan, cook sugar, orange juice and spices until sugar dis-
solves.

add cranberries and raisins. bring to a boil. reduce heat. cook 
and stir 3-4 minutes.

remove from heat; stir in pecans.
chill.
“great on turkey sandwiches or toast or about anything,” said 

father Winkelbauer. “great by themselves. enjoy.”

(Recipe from Father Phil Winkelbauer, pastor of Sacred Heart-St. 
Casimir Parish, Leavenworth)

An easy treat
“this is ‘cheapo fudge’ because 

you don’t need expensive nestle 
chips, marsh-
mallow fluff or 
c o n d e n s e d 
milk,” said 
father ken 
kelly, pastor 
of st. pius X 
parish in mis-
sion. “it’s basic, 
inexpensive ingredients that are 
already in the kitchen.”

CHEAPO FUDGE
2 cups sugar
2 heaping tablespoons cocoa
2⁄3 cup of milk
½ cup peanut butter
¼ stick butter
1 teaspoon vanilla
Dash of salt

butter an old pie tin and set 
aside.

combine sugar, cocoa and milk.
stir constantly and bring exact-

ly to “soft ball” stage using a can-
dy thermometer, lest it be runny or 
grainy. this is the trick.

remove from heat.
add peanut butter, butter, vanil-

la and salt. beat until it begins to 
thicken. pour into pie tin.

(Recipe from Father Ken Kelly, 
pastor of St. Pius X Church, Mis-
sion)

A favorite sweet
“growing up in burlington, i remember that when-

ever we came home from school, mom always had a 
treat waiting for us,” said father curtis carlson, ofm 
cap., assistant chaplain at the st. lawrence catho-
lic campus center in lawrence, who shared a recipe 
from his mother, carolyn carlson. “one of my favor-
ites was orange blossom squares. When my family’s 
turn came to provide treats after sunday mass at st. 
francis Xavier in burlington, orange blossom squares 
were often prepared and served by mom.”

ORANGE BLOSSOM SQUARES
2½ cups flour
2 teaspoons baking powder
½ teaspoon salt
1½ cups sugar
¾ cups shortening
1 teaspoon vanilla
2 eggs
½ cup milk
2⁄3 cup chocolate chips

glaze:
1 cup powdered sugar
2 tablespoons orange juice

or

2 tablespoons milk
1 teaspoon orange extract

heat the oven to 350 f. grease 15-by-10-inch pan.
mix flour, baking powder and salt.
in a separate bowl, blend sugar, shortening and va-

nilla. beat in eggs.
stir in flour mixture alternately with milk.
fold in chocolate chips.
pour into greased pan.
bake 30-35 minutes.
for the glaze, mix powdered sugar and orange juice 

(or milk and orange extract) and add to the squares.
(Recipe from Father Curtis Carlson, OFM Cap., 

assistant chaplain at St. Lawrence Catholic Campus 
Center, Lawrence)

A family favorite
father charles vreeland, 

fssp, of st. John vianney church 
in maple hill, shares a favorite 
recipe in memory of anna gratt-
agliano.

FATHER VREELAND’S NANA’S 
STUFFED MUSHROOMS
8-12 ounces large white mushrooms (can use reg-

ular size)
1 yellow or white onion
olive oil for sautéing
1 egg
1 piece dry bread, cubed and lightly moistened 

with water
parsley, chopped, to taste
italian-seasoned breadcrumbs

heat the oven to 350 f.
Wash mushrooms and trim off very edges of 

stems.
pop out stems and chop them.
in a baking dish, reserve the mushroom caps.
chop a small amount of onion (to equal about 2/3 

the amount of the mushroom stems).
sauté in olive oil the chopped mushrooms and on-

ions, and then set aside to cool.
in a small bowl, beat one egg, adding the cubed 

bread.
add sautéed mushrooms and onions to egg mix-

ture and mix well. mix in chopped parsley.
stuff mushroom caps with mixture, and top each 

with desired amount of seasoned breadcrumbs.
add a little water to the bottom of the baking pan, 

and bake for 30-45 minutes.
enjoy!
(Recipe from Father Charles Vreeland, FSSP, of St. 

John Vianney Church in Maple Hill)

Christmas morning memory
“this is a recipe my mom would make on christmas morning,” 

said father tom schrader, o.carm., president of bishop Ward high 
school, kansas city, kansas.

BUTTER RING
3 cups flour
1 teaspoon salt
2 tablespoons sugar, divided
½ cup butter
1 package regular yeast
1¼ cups milk
3 egg yolks (room temperature)

in the evening:
scald ¼ cup milk. cool to touch.
add yeast and two teaspoons of sugar. let this sit about five 

minutes. this mixture will become foamy.
While the yeast mixture sits, scald 1 cup milk and cool to touch. 

then add egg yolks.
mix yeast mixture to the scalded milk and egg yolk mixture. mix 

well.
cut butter into flour, salt and remaining sugar.
combine all mixtures and stir well.
cover with plastic wrap and place in refrigerator overnight (use 

a bowl big enough for batter to double in size).

in the morning:
Using a spatula, cut the dough in half in the bowl.
Using a pastry cloth or hands or both, roll half of the dough into 

a log.
try to keep the same diameter and make into a ring. place on 

cookie sheet.
makes two rings. let rise for two hours.

heat oven to 350 f.
bake rings for 25 minutes.
(Recipe from Father Tom Schrader, O.Carm., president of Bishop 

Ward High School, Kansas City, Kansas)

cooking up memories


